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2011TOYOTA SIENNA LE, quad seats, 162K $7,995

2014TOYOTA COROLLA LE, auto, 4 door, 59K $12,495

2007 JEEP WRANGLER 4X4, 5 speed, lift kit, big wheels, 6 cyl., 107K $13,995

2016 HYUNDAI ELANTA SE, auto, sunroof, 45K $14,995

2016 HONDA ACCORD LX PACKAGE, 4 door, auto, 79K $15,995

2014 FORD ECONOLINE E150 CARGO VAN, auto, V8, 74K $16,995

2018 DODGE JOURNEY SXT, 3rd row seat, all power, 30K $18,495

2014 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4 LIMITED, navigation, loaded, 60K $22,995

2017 GMC ACADIA SLE PACKAGE, AWD, 67K $23,495

2018 CHRYSLER 300 S, sunroof, leather, 20” wheels, loaded, 20K $23,995

2017 RAM 1500 4X4 CREW CAB, express package, black out edition, hemi, 58K $25,995

2016 BMW 4 SERIES, leather, sunroof, 4 door, hatchback, 28K $28,995

2013 TOYOTA SIENNA HANDICAP VAN (180o drivers seat mobility), Braun ability conversion, 45K $34,995

2018 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED4X4, panoramic sunroof, loaded, 14K $36,995

2016 GMC YUKON 4X4 SLT, leather, navigation, sunroof, 36K $44,995

~

STAFF REPORTS

German American 
Bancorp Inc. has reported 
record quarterly earnings 
of $15.1 million, or 60 cents 
per share for the quarter 
ending on March 31.

This was an increase of 
36 percent, on a per share 
basis, compared with 
fourth quarter 2018 net 
income of $11 million, or 44
centers per share, and an
increase of 18 percent on a 
per share basis, compared
with the first quarter 2018 
net income of $11.8 million,
or 51 cents per share.

The quarterly com-
parisons are inclusive of 
the company’s 2018 five-
branch acquisition in the
Columbus market a year 
ago, and its acquisition of
First Security Inc. on Oct. 
15. First Security, based 
in Owensboro, Kentucky, 
operated 11 retail banking 
offices in the Owensboro, 
Bowling Green, Franklin 
and Lexington, Kentucky 
market and in Evansville
and Newburgh in Indiana.

The first quarter 2019 
earnings, as compared to
the fourth quarter of 2018, 
were partially attributable
to an increased level of net 
interest income during the
current quarter, resulting
from both increased aver-
age earning assets and an

improved tax equivalent
net interest margin.

The increased level of
average earning assets 
during the first quarter
of 2019, compared to the
fourth quarter of 2018, was
largely attributable to the 
effect of the acquisition of 
First Security.

Other factors contrib-
uting to the record first 
quarter earnings included 
the recording of $1.4 
million in contingency 
insurance revenue dur-
ing the quarter and a $3.1 
million decline in the level 
of operating expenses, as
compared to the fourth
quarter of 2018. The de-
cline in operating expenses 
was materially due to a 
reduced level of acquisi-
tion-related expenses in 
the first quarter.

The first quarter of
2019 results of operations
included acquisition-
related expenses of about
$544,000, compared to $3.1 
million in the fourth quar-
ter of 2018.

End of period loans 
and deposits as of March
31 were relatively flat to 
slightly lower, as total
loans declined by 3 per-
cent on an annualized 
basis, while total deposits
decreased by 1 percent on
an annualized basis. The
slight decrease during

the quarter was largely
attributable to seasonal-
ity, as the first quarter 
is historically a slower
growth period, specifi-
cally related to seasonal 
pay-downs within the agri-
culture loan portfolio.

The company also
repositioned a portion of
the acquired loan portfolio 
during the quarter, result-
ing in an elevated level of 
loan payoffs, including the 
residential mortgage loan 
portfolio.

Mark A. Schroeder, 
German American’s
chairman and CEO, 
said, “We are extremely
pleased with the strong
start we experienced the
first quarter of this year, 
both in terms of earnings 
growth and the contin-
ued integration of First 
Security.”

The company also
announced its board of di-
rectors declared a regular
quarterly cash dividend of 
17 cents per share, which 
will be payable on May 20
to shareholders of record
on May 10.

German American 
Bancorp, a bank holding 
company based in Jas-
per, operated 65 banking 
offices in 20 Indiana coun-
ties, including locations in
Columbus, and four coun-
ties in Kentucky.

German American announces 
record quarterly earnings

LOCAL BRIEF STATE BRIEF
Man injured in North 
Vernon car fire

NORTH VERNON 
— Jennings County 
Sheriff’s deputies are 
investigating an early 
morning vehicle fire 
that occurred Friday 
in Country Squire 
Lakes near the boat 
docks.

One male vic-
tim, who is not being 
identified until family 
members are noti-
fied, was injured and 

transferred to an 
Indianapolis hospital 
where he is currently 
receiving treatment, 
said Chief Deputy 
David Turner.

Investigators do 
suspect foul play in the 
incident, Turner said.

The sheriff’s depart-
ment has determined 
the car fire was an 
isolated incident and 
the public was not in 
danger, Turner said.

An investigation is 
continuing.

Lugar funeral to be held May 15 
at Indianapolis church

INDIANAPOLIS — The 
funeral for former U.S. Sen. 
Richard Lugar will be held 
at 1 p.m. May 15 at St. Luke’s 
United Methodist Church in 
Indianapolis.

The Lugar Center in Wash-
ington announced the funeral 
arrangements Friday. It says 
Lugar served as a lay elder 
at the north side Indianapolis 
church.

The six-term senator died 
Sunday at age 87.

STAFF REPORTS

A Greenwood man was ar-
rested on several charges after 
a traffic stop by
Bartholomew
County Sheriff 
deputies.

Sheriff’s Sgt.
Jason Williams 
stopped a ve-
hicle at 1:49 a.m. 
Friday driven
by Dakota L.
Ebright, 28, Greenwood, depu-
ties said. Ebright was found
to have a suspended driver’s
license and was driving a 2001 
GMC Sonoma that had been 
reported stolen, from a report 
from the Indianapolis Metro-
politan Police Department, 
deputies said.

A syringe was located under
the driver’s seat, deputies said.

Ebright was arrested on 
preliminary charges of theft,
possession of a legend drug
injection device and driving
while suspended with a prior 
conviction, deputies said.

Ebright was being held in
the Bartholomew County Jail
in lieu of $70,000 bond, jail of-
ficials said.

Deputies arrest Columbus 
man on auto theft warrant

Bartholomew County Sheriff
deputies have arrested a local
man on a felony
warrant for auto 
theft and a charge 
of driving while 
suspended with a 
prior conviction.

Deputies 
stopped a vehicle 
driven by Jeremy 
Stewart, 42, 12795 E. State Road
46, at 12:49 a.m. Thursday.

Stewart was found to have
the warrant for his arrest and 
deputies determined his license 
was suspended, deputies said. 
He was being held in the Bar-
tholomew County Jail in lieu of
$65,000 bond, jail officials said.

EBRIGHT

Driver
arrested
after stop
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M
OST of us are moved 
by music, and though 
some of us don’t want 

to admit it, music makes us 
want to move. We use music to 
motivate us to keep going at the 
gym or on a run. We jam and 
rock out to our favorite songs 
on the radio in the car. We 
dance with our friends at a club 
or wedding reception.

But we don’t usually think 
of dancing to the music at an 
orchestral concert. Recently at 
the Erne Auditorium, the Co-
lumbus Indiana Philharmonic 
with guest violinist Susie Park 
danced its way into the hearts 
of the audience with an exciting 
and rousing program of music 
by Marquez, Beethoven and 
Tchaikovsky.

The program opened with 
Danzon No. 2 by Mexican com-
poser Arturo Marquez, with a 
driving Latin beat that set a 
rhythmic tone for the evening. 
With the strings strumming 
their instruments like guitars 
and a full range of percussion 
instruments providing a pulsat-
ing beat, the great power of 
the orchestral ensemble was 
on prominent display though 
at times it did cover some 
intricate piano work by prin-
cipal keyboardist, Timothy 
Stephenson.

Special mention must 
be given to the solo work of 
Donna Wilson on piccolo and 
the outstanding performance 
of trumpeters, Eddie Ludema, 
principal, and Shannon Walsh, 
who provided a hot, brassy 
sound that elicited cheers and 
whistles from the audience at 
the conclusion of the number. 
The players of the orchestra 
also provided a dramatic excla-
mation point to the piece with 
a gesture of raised bows to the 
delight of the audience.

With the audience already 
intoxicated with the rhyth-
mic flavor of the evening the 

audience’s glass was filled to 
overflowing with Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 7. The piece 
once was described by fellow 
composer Richard Wagner, who 
wrote, “this symphony is the 
apotheosis of the dance itself: 
it is dance in its highest aspect, 
the loftiest deed of bodily mo-
tion, incorporated into an ideal 
mold of tone.”

Contrasting with the sheer 
exuberance of the opening 
number, here the Philharmonic 
displayed a buoyant lightness 
with a rhythmic intimacy and 
intricacy that would be a chal-
lenge to most ensembles of this 
size but the orchestra handled 
with ease. Utilizing extreme dy-
namic contrasts or leaps, from 
soft passages that were almost 
inaudible to loud explosions of 
sound that filled the cavernous 
auditorium, the orchestra was 
artfully led by maestro David 
Bowden whose gestures ranged 
from literally jumping on his 
podium to intricate hand mo-
tions with barely perceptible 
movements.

With the audience on the 
edge of their seats as Bowden 
masterfully held their ap-
plause between the first two 
movements, the musicians 

performed the second and third 
movements with appropriate 
historical style and as Bowden 
picked up his baton for the 
fourth and final movement, 
raced to a dramatic and heart 
pounding finish. With the mem-
bers of the orchestra physically 
interpreting the accents of the 
music with their heads and 
bodies, the piece and the first 
act came to a triumphant finish 
with the audience loudly cheer-
ing for several minutes as the 
many soloists in the work and 
the full orchestra itself were du-
tifully acknowledged.

The second act brought to 
the stage the guest artist for 
the evening, Susie Park, an 
Australian-born violinist who 
performed as soloist for Tchai-
kovsky’s Violin Concerto in D 
Major, op. 35. Now considered 
one of Tchaikovsky’s finest 
concert works, the violin part 
was once called unplayable and 
at its debut was called by one 
critic “music that stinks in the 
ear.”

This performance by Ms. 
Park with the ensemble could 
only be called music that sings 
in the ear and causes the heart 
to dance with joy. Her perfor-
mance was breathtaking with 

her virtuosic playing at heart 
racing speed that was both 
dazzling and emotionally pas-
sionate. One could easily close 
their eyes and be immersed in 
her subtle phrasing while at the 
same time overwhelmed by her 
intense energy.

But to watch her as she 
played was even more power-
ful as she twisted her body and 
literally danced to the music 
while her face and her eyes 
conveyed even more emotion. 
She and Bowden collaborated 
effortlessly on moments of 
great nuance in phrasing, 
dynamics and subtle changes 
of tempo that were so well ex-
ecuted that at times even they 
had to smile at the success of 
their endeavors.

Her performance was so 
commanding that it would have 
been easy to almost forget 
about the orchestra and the 
role they were playing in this 
musical alliance. However, 
they responded to her level of 
expertise by playing at an ex-
tremely high level and seemed 
to be inspired by her musician-
ship as evidenced by the visual 
responses to her solo passages 
and the intensity of their own 
music making.

The musical and emotional 
tension in the composition 
created by the troubled and tor-
mented composer Tchaikovsky 
was outstandingly portrayed by 
this young artist so well sup-
ported by this fine orchestra 
under the masterful tutelage of 
its strong conductor.

It was a performance long to 
be remembered and the audi-
ence was almost instantly on its 
feet showering Park with their 
adoration — and the Philhar-
monic and Bowden with their 
grateful appreciation for an 
evening of brilliant music mak-
ing. With thunderous applause 
demanding an encore, Park 
returned to the stage for a final 
unaccompanied violin solo of 
Bach, giving the audience one 
last chance to be moved by her 
music mastery.
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Violinist Susie Park, at far left, performs with the Columbus Indiana 
Philharmonic.

MOVING PERFORMANCE
REVIEW

Popular violinist, Philharmonic leave audience in awe




